A Witness Talk in Chania, Crete

April 2, 2023

On April 2, 2023, Ms. Valia Zoppa presented a witness talk about her life experience and how God finally brought her close to Himself. Although back in 1989 at the age of 23 she had met Vassula Ryden, the receiver of the messages of True Life and had heard Vassula’s witness; and although she realized that it was truly the Most High speaking to all of us through Vassula; and although Vassula’s friendship to her never ceased, her mind was not set to change. So many times, Vassula tried to put some sense in her, but Valia’s temptations were stronger than any calling from God. 
Valia was not a saint. She led a rebellious life for years, spending endless hours in bars after her singing sessions, in hotels, getting drunk many a time, and leading a life as far from God’s ways as one would think. God had given her many chances and many opportunities to lead a proper life. God had given her the gift of singing and a gift of a well-talked witness. She could have given witnessing talks, as she had this gift of making people listen. But no, she let all these gifts fade away in nonsense. 
In the end, Vassula one day asked her to either choose God or her rebellious life. She chose the latter. Years went by, and one day, in 2019, she was found with a cancerous tumor. This was the day she was bent flat, and asked in a shrill, “My God, please give me another chance, and I promise I will make your name known and glorify You; just give me another chance!” 
After successfully extracting the tumor, and as she had promised God, she finally changed and has turned out to be one of the strongest disciples of Christ to witness about His great Love and Mercy. Today she is living only for God, praising Him day and night. God had to really flatten her and draw her into mud so that she finally returns to Him. 
Through Vassula, Valia learned that Christ suffered and is still suffering, for too many of us have not chosen to live in Him, with Him, and though Him. He is calling us to love Him, embrace Him in our lives, and make Him the focus of our every day. By reading the True Life in God Messages, Valia began to hear Christ’s desires, His longings, His teachings, His essence; she began to know Him. The TLIG Messages were such an inspiration for her, that she would spend hours each night, after her work schedule as a musician, reading, praying, contemplating on God’s divine plan. The True Life in God Messages had such an impact on her life, as did her long-standing friendship with Vassula, that she enthusiastically and passionately desires to share her experience, her wisdom, her blossoming love for Jesus and our Holy Mother with an audience that seeks spiritual enrichment. 
Above all, she desires to talk about God’s infinite mercy, and of how having been for years a rebel to God, God finally had to test her in a very severe manner to bring that rebellious spirit to nil…and make her understand that what He had done was for her own good, to save her soul, reminding her of the greatness of His Love that He has for her.
Valia’s witness event took place at the Lektorio in Chania, Crete, through the devoted efforts of friends from Athens. Doros, Theodora, Catarina, Thalia, Marina and Sofia spent hours dedicated to event preparations: from creating and sending out invitations and announcements, to creating online registration portals and websites, to phone calling with event reminders, to collecting and sending books for distribution at the event. Candy videotaped and photographed the event. Valia, who like Vassula is from Rhodes, prepared her talk by spending a bit of time consulting with Vassula, who indeed came to support Valia. Hence, Vassula was in the audience. She came with event organizers from the Athens. 
Truly, it was memorable, heart-warming, hopeful, blessed, and spiritually uplifting for us as the Chania hosts, and we have a new list of 14 people whom we can contact in hopes of perhaps starting a True Life in God prayer group. (23 people attended) Valia did not place a direct focus on True Life in God or Vassula in her talk (only alluded to them), as instructed by Vassula. Thus, The Holy Spirit can accordingly guide each participant towards True Life in God. The organizers did pass out many TLIG books, and everyone in the audience received the Heaven is Real, but so is Hell book in the Greek translation. (The presentation was done in Greek) Without a doubt, The Holy Spirit was indeed present at this memorable talk, and we were blessed to have Vassula’s support.  

When we were worried about hosting our first Witness talk in Chania, Valia reassured us saying: “Don’t worry God has a plan.” We look forward to being able to participate in His ongoing plan of evangelization in Crete.  
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Written by: The witness event hosts-Maggie and Nektarios

