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Vassula Rydén

Vassula Ryden was born in Egypt
of Greek parents and is a member
of the Greek Orthodox Church. She
is married to a Swedish diplomat and
is mother to two sons. She has lived
in different countries following her

husband. In 1985, in Bangladesh,
there occurred an event which
radically changed her life. As she
was writing her shopping list, her
hand, moved by an overpowering
force, began writing independently:
“I am your guardian angel and my
name is Daniel”. Her guardian angel
instructed her for three months. It
was a period of atonement and
purification during which she saw
her sins through the eyes of God.
This was the beginning of a mystical
encounter and her preparation for
the mission to which she was called
by Our Lord.

God approached her in a surprising
manner  and
has entrusted
her with His
Messages

which are
addressed  to
all mankind.

This  personal
communication

) continues
The Angel said:

to this day.
“Godisnearandlovesyou” Vassula’s
charism is

complex. It may be compared to that
of the prophets referred to by St. Paul
(Cor.l, 14:3), that is to say the grace
received by a person to interpret the
will of God in the present and in the
future for the salvation of the world.

These holy Messages, which are
taken down in exquisite calligraphy
quite different from her own, do not
add something new to Scripture but
rather are a reminder of His Word.
God has called this work ‘True Life
In God’ and it has been translated by
volunteers into over 40 languages.
It is written in language which is
both clear and direct so that all may
understand.

This “Hymn of Love” has been studied
by theologians, archbishops, priests,
psychologists and graphologists who
have recognized its genuine and
divine origin, and have written books
analyzing the unique case of Vassula.

The fact that Vassula, who never
had any catechism nor theological
training, is able to write about such
deeply spiritual subjects without
there being theological errors is
in itself a clear testament of the
authenticity of the Messages.

Vassula, in compliance with God'’s
will, travels all over the world in order
to bring this call to repentance and
reconciliation with God and unity
among Christians and amongst all
men. In spite of a high toll in terms
of fatigue and self-sacrifice, she
transmits the divine Message for the
fulfillment of the words “that they
may all be one”.

One of the most powerful signs of her
testimony is making known the will
of Christ to unite the dates of Easter
as a first step towards unity.

Invited to over 70 countries, she has
given over 900 public speeches and
many television and radio interviews.

The Holy Bible says that faith without

| have chosen a mere child, unfit for My task, helpless and small without prestige, a
nothing, to manifest through you My passionate love and teach those that still do not

understand the riches of My Heart;

(Jesus, 30 January 1987)

TRUE LIFE IN GOD

good works is dead. The fruits of True
LifeIn God are not only the restoration
of relations between men and God
and their return to the Church and its
mysteries, but also good works and
love for others. Vassula has seen the
Blessed Mother in visions who says
that, as well as providing spiritual
food, we should take care of the
physical needs of the hungry.

Many centers for the poor have been
opened with the name Beth Myriam
(House of Mary) which function with
the financial support and volunteer
work of the ‘fruits’ of True Life In God.
In some centers, education, medical
and health care and clothing are
offered. Today, there are many Beth
Myriams all over the world including
in Bangladesh, India, Japan, the
Philippines, the Holy Land, Lebanon,
Argentina, Peru, Venezuela, Brazil,
Mexico and Egypt. Financial support
is provided to an orphanage with
50 children in Kenya and to another
in Bangladesh where there are 600
children. Currently, more Beth
Myriams are being opened around
the world.

Freely you have received, freely give

We should mention that Vassula
carries out this mission freely - that
is with no personal financial gain.
In compliance with God's will, she
works to spread the Messages to
the ends of the earth. She does not
profit from the sale, distribution or
copyright income derived from the
books or dvd’s, nor is she paid to give
presentations.

In accordance with the teaching of
the gospels:

“Freely you have received, freely
give”. (Matt. 10:8)
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HANDWRITINGISTUDIES

Hieratic writing

Fr.  Rene Laurentin  submitted the
messages of Vassula to J. A. Munier,
SGF, a graphologist and consultant for
the Court of Appeals of Paris, France.
The analysis, which is reproduced
below, concerns both  handwritings.

ANNIVERSARY

Analysis of the large writing

Extraordinary  telluric force, a
controlled enthusiasm with a touch
of delight (..) is filled with a force
that goes beyond her normal self
to which she reacts with a kind of
primitive simplicity. She is very hard-
working, she is a docile pupil. She is
in a kind of second state, indifferent
to the exterior world. She can
perceive invisible worlds quite well
(...) She has a very great concentrated
force; She does not belong to
herself. There is a certain firmness.

Analysis of the smaller writing

She is of at least above average
intelligence, she follows her own logic,
she is capable of some integration,
she conducts herself with tenderness,
kindness and docility. She has a
goal and she is dedicated to it, she
experiences an inspiration from a high
level, her life is inspired by an ideal.

Automatic or Hieratic writing?

Fr Christian Curty OFM, priest and
Exorcist , responds

t is widely known that Vassula
writes messages that she transmits
to us under the dictation of Our
Lord. At that time her way of
writing changes and becomes quite
distinct from her spontaneous and
everyday handwriting. The personal
handwriting of Vassula is normally
small and tense, though orderly
and well controlled by her will that
knows what she wants. Moreover, it is
affected by her warm and very refined
personality, which has a good sense
of proportion. On the other hand,
the handwriting of the messages is
characterized by its order, its clearness,
its regularity and a certain majesty.
Here the personality of Vassula fades
away (...)

Now let us carefully see what is
happening with Vassula. There are
three situations to consider. In thefirst

(1985 - 2010)

The Patriarch blesses Vassula
and her mission.

The Patriarch presents Vassula with his
favourite icon and a personal dedication.

"

situation, Vassula receives a “locution”
of the Lord, an interior word. She can
be, at the time, in a church or a public
place. If this locution is a message
for everyone, she will write it down
when she has gone home. It is then
that her hand is guided by the Hand
of the Lord and the graphological
characteristics of her personal
handwriting are transformed. From
her personal handwriting, which
is small, animated and quick with
a slight inclination to the right, it
becomes an upright, well ordered,
calm, transparent handwriting with
no particular emotion. In any case,
it is not automatic writing, for there
is first af all an interior word which is
then followed by the actual writing of
the locution.

In the second situation, there is a
dictation which is made by the Master
to Vassula, who simply writes down
what she hears. She is then in the
exact situation of any secretary with

Vassula belongs to the Greek
Orthodox Patriarchate of
Alexandria. In 2007 she visited His
Beatitude Theodoros I, Patriarch
of Alexandria and All Africa.

her employer. That means that she
maintains her personal autonomy, her
freedom and her full contact with her
surroundings. (...)

Finally, in the third situation which, at
times, blends in with the preceding
one, Vassula receives an interior
light which is infused and has no
clearly pronounced words. This is
what mystics call a “motion” of the
Holy Spirit (whether spiritual or
intellectual) (...)

It is Hieratic Writing

It is thus a “Letter to His Church’, so
very much divided for such along time
and still menaced by internal schisms,
caused quite often by personal
reasons rather than different liturgical
traditions or different schools of
theology. Moreover, who could claim,
except for the God Man Himself, to
sum up in a single spirituality, in a
single theological vision, in a single
sacred rite, the complete ineffable
mystery of the Three Who are Onel (...)

Here it is therefore the Lord who
speaks, the Man-God. It is He who
bursts through all the categories of
character or graphological order in
which one might enclose Him. He
is the one who goes beyond all our
psychological categories, all our
schools of theology that we use to
define Him. I might add that normally
Vassula, the secretary, out of respect
for her Master, writes His Dictation on
her knees. Might we not also receive
(at least figuratively) on our knees,
this letter of Our Lord to His Church...?
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rom the depths of my heart, | wish to

welcome you all officially, here in the
Throne Room, where our companion is
St. Mark, the Apostle and Evangelist...

| would like to welcome you, Vassula. As
| said in church this morning, welcome
to your homeland, welcome to the
country of your birth, and greetings to
all who accompany you. As they say
here, Vassula, “anyone who drinks from
the waters of the Nile never forgets this
country”.

| would also like to greet the Bishop
from India - welcome dear brother to
our Apostolic Patriarchate. | wish to
welcome the monk, you, Sister, you,
Father and you, Father from the Roman
Catholic Church and tell you all that
with much love we receive you, we love

The Patriarch of Alexandria and All Africa, Theodore Il

Official reception by Patriarch Theodore Il of Vassula Ryden
with a group of over 150 clergy and lay people, readers of
“True Life in God’, in the Patriarchate Throne Room during
Holy Week of 2008.

The Patriarch had earlier presented Vassula with one of his
favourite icons which he had dedicated to her.

you and that we are under the same
protection and love of our Great Lord,
Jesus Christ.

Vassula, | would like to thank you for
this opportunity, to be together over
the next few days. This evening, we
will follow together the Passion of
Our Lord. Tomorrow, we shall worship
before His Epitaph and we shall live,
in our devoutly beating hearts, His
Passion and His Resurrection. And
that joy - that is my wish - that the
joy of the Resurrection and the Light
may be with us always all the days of
our lives. In the name of Jesus Christ |
wish to bless you all and your families
and please know that Alexandria’s and
the Patriarchate’s doors will always be
open to you. Thank you.

Fr. Theophil Pélgrims, Belgian Orthodox priest of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

An excerpt from a talk of Fr. Theophil given in Russia in July 1999,
when he accompanied Vassula on her mission.

n all events, Vassula, we have noticed how Christ, our God jealous of His souls,

has seduced you. Yes, Vassula, you have been seduced by this considerate love
of our Lord. Thank you for letting us discover Jesus as the divine tenderness of
the Father for us. St. John the Evangelist invites us in his Gospel to imitate his
gesture during the Last Supper. Let us also rest on the loving Heart of our Saviour
our heads so often filled with torment and stress. Besides, what John teaches us
is the gesture of Jesus himself toward His heavenly Father. For “no one has ever
seen God; it is the only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made
him known” (Prologue of St John, verse 18). Lord Jesus, living “Euchologian” of the
Father, thank You for Your Love, thank You for Your messenger and bride Vassula.
Yes, our Lord is King. He has robed Himself in the splendor of His devoted souls!

TRUE LIFE IN GOD

An Address
by the Bishop
of Babylon,
Theofylaktos

An excerpt from

the speech given

by His Grace
before nearly 300 pilgrims of True Life in
God in October 2002 in Cairo when he
was Bishop of Babylon.

My beloved brothers, bishops,
elders of all the Christian
denominations, | welcome you with
special love in this holy monastery.

I bring you the greetings and blessings
of His All-Holiness, our Patriarch,
Pope of Alexandria and all Africa, His
Holiness Peter VI, who couldnt be
with you all because of other duties.
He is wishing you a pleasant stay in
the country of the Nile, Egypt. (...)
Our gathering today should have
a purpose, so that all of us make it
our daily program in our life to pray
everyday so that peace prevails in the
world. We should take the message
of peace and love and carry it to the
peoples of all the earth.

We can indeed be the new apostles
that will speak of love and peace. (...)
If we put aside our personal interests,
I'm sure that some day we will all
be happy. We will shake hands in
reconciliation. | believe and hope and
pray that this day will come where the
peoples of the world will meet at one
point, will shake hands, will lament for
the blood that was shed and they will
reconcile for ever in their life. From the
land of Egypt, which is ‘Theovadistos’
(walked by God) exactly because Our
Lord Jesus Christ walked on it, we
are to send today to the ends of the
world a brave message of love and
peace: as we gathered today in the
Church under the same dome and
we didn't differentiate Christians from
non-Christians or of other religions.
From today we will announce to the
whole world that men can live in
reconciliation as long as they learn
to love first their God, whoever He is,
whatever His Name is, and then I'm
certain that love for their fellowman
will spring also. (...)
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25th ANNIVERSARY

Fr lon Bria,
Professor of Orthodox
Theology, a former
Director of the Unit
One, Unity and

Renewal section of
the World Council of

Churches, Geneva.

Within the fellowship of God'’s
people, commitment to Christ
constitutes the foundation and core
of the life and ministry of all believers,
priests, teachers and bishops.
Some are called to a discipleship in
which their personal identity and
faithfulness to Christ is of paramount
significance. (...)

The symbol of “three iron bars” (in
TLIG) is true and corresponds with the
“rigidity” of Churches petrified in the
sleep and lethargy of division. This is
also here a matter of commitment to
Christ. In His Message, Christ asks for
some urgent “reparations’, at least to
celebrate Easter on a common date.
Only the fire of the Spirit can melt and
bend the immobile bars.(...)

In an age when so many sectarian
and fundamentalist groups retain
all our attention and leave no time
for remembrance of God, Christians
cannot be completely deaf to the
persuasion and advice of Vassula in
regard to new signs of unity, here and
now. There is something universal
in this message, recalling that “all of
you are one in Christ Jesus” (Gal 3:28).
Tradition specifies no limits to the
material and medium to be used in
communicating the Gospel message,
requiring only that it be appropriate.

Does it provide sufficient ground for
taking as comprehensive a view as
possible of those who are bearers of
a vision of Christ, communicating
through written words, received
from above? The Church then has to
recognize the gifts of the faithful, to
develop and integrate them into the
life of the whole Body. Discerning
them,  restraining some and
encouraging others.

(Vassula) possesses a visible testimony
of her experience through her hands.
The task of the voice and hand of the
Reminder is not a mechanical one.
She has to cope with her humanity,
strengths, failures and weakness....

(1985 - 2010)

Archbishop Jeremiah Ferens, Deputy Head of the Ukrainian
Autocephalous Orthodox Church in South America.

ay the Grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God

Our Father and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be
with us forever! In this third Millenium of the Christian era,
the world experiences the Apocalypse reality predicted
by God in the Holy Writ. The transformation of Nature, the
violence, terrorism, wars, conflicts, hatred, misery and the
loss of the human dignity created in the image and likeness
of God, day by day worries and terrifies the human being.
(...) Thousands of people from different places in the world
are honoured ... graced with the Grace of God, after reading the messages
transmited by Vassula, and the biggest blessing to the human being is the grace
of conversion. Constantly God is calling us to repentance and conversion, so that
the enemy of our souls does not destroy us, we, that are created in the image and
likeness of God. In “True Life in God" there are many people that, like the prodigal
son, come back to the home of the Father.

The Ecumenical Pilgrimage of “True Life in God” that took place last May, 2005, in
Lebanon, Jordan and Syria was an explicit testimony of the Christian Unity, where
the purpose was our unity with Jesus Christ. We have experienced unforgettable
moments feeling the touch and lead by the Grace of God. | pray God and beg Our
Father to Bless and Protect Mrs Vassula, so that always she has strength, courage,
discernment and Divine lllumination to perform this noble and difficult mission
with integrity.

Fr. Vladimir Zielinski,
Russian Orthodox Theologian

As a Russian Orthodox priest, | belong to the tradition of
my church and all its rich heritage, spiritual, mystical,
historical. | believe this heritage was borne of the limited
co-operation of men and the power and grace of the Holy
Spirit.

Within my human limitations and with my trust in the Holy Spirit, | would like
to try to explain the experience of Vassula, this most unusual and unique event
within the framework of my own tradition. The icon of Christ which emerges
from Vassula’s writings is not of human provenance because Christ, in his journey
amongst men, wished to immerse His image into her soul. This“submersion” of
God into the human soul (in this case, Vassula’s soul) took the form of a direct
dialogue, of messages, of prophesies, of prayers.

When God reveals Himself, he chooses the manner, the content and the time.
Like Veronica, we only have to offer him “the cloth”, the fabric of our soul which,
with the first touch of His holy face, reflects His image. From the point of view of
dogma, every person should be an image of God. We say that light-heartedly
when we refer to men but we are not always ready to acknowledge it when it
is about a person who is flesh and bone and who is our neighbour and who
becomes a“cloth” with a new face.

d

Of course, no image of Christ, except that from the Gospels, can be “mandatory”
and universal for the Christian faith and our salvation, but in every era there are
new images invisibly connected to the old. To the orthodox reader who remains
faithful to his faith with all its severe and traditional identity, | would like to
propose that he look at the experience of Vassula as an image of Veronica or
perhaps as a “soul-cloth” on which falls the light of the face unique in the world,
the face that speaks, the face that looks upon us, the face that lives. To become
his “cloth” which is capable of accepting and reflecting His face with His words on
our lips, is that not the call for all of us?
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Holé Week's Celebration with His Beatitude Theodoros |l, Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria and all
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May 160 2010

In my humble personal opinion, the above Confession of Orthodox Faith by Mrs.
Vassula Ryden is Orthodox in all respects.

With prayers and greetings in the love of Christ,

+ArchbishopofJohannesburgandPretoria
Seraphim

SEAL.:
Archbishopric of Johannesburg and Pretoria
Patriarchate of Alexandria and All Africa
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